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Nikki Leilah Hafezi 
Curriculum Vitae

1. PERSONAL DATA


Surname		 	 Hafezi (born Kristoffersen) 
Given name	 	 Nikki Leilah

Place of birth	 	 Washington, USA

Nationality	 	 USA & Switzerland


linkedin.com/in/nikki-hafezi English - Native Speaker

German - B1/B2

Spanish - A2

CONTACT

Ph.D. candidate in Medicine & Health Sciences. 
University of Antwerp, Belgium. Defense 2023*.


CAS in Clinical Research. University of Bern, 
Switzerland. 2019-2022.


Masters of Intellectual Property, ETH Zurich, 
Switzerland. 2007–2009.


Bachelor, English Major, Spanish Minor, UCLA, 
USA. 1998–2001.

DEGREESLANGUAGES

2. PRESENT POSITIONS


2021 - present	 	 Chief Strategy Officer, Ophthalmology, Tashkent, Uzbekistan 
	 	 	 Tashkent International Medical Center - https://timc.uz


2014 - present	 	 Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 
	 	 	 ELZA Institute AG: Eye Clinic specialized in anterior segment surgery & clinical research 
	 	 	 https://www.elza-institute.com/about-elza/nikki-hafezi/


2013 - present	 	 Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 
	 	 	 EMAGine AG: Ophthalmic Surgical Device. Sales in 65 countries. 
	 	 	 https://www.emagine-eye.com/leadership-board-directors/


2012 - present	 	 Co-Founder and Board Member 
	 	 	 Light for Sight Foundation: non-profit, dedicated combatting children’s eye diseases 
	 	 	 https://lightforsight.org/


2007 - present	 	 Founder and Managing Partner 
	 	 	 GroupAdvance Consulting GmbH, strategic management in med-tech industry 
	 	 	 https://groupadvance.com/

https://www.linkedin.com/in/nikki-hafezi/


Nikki Leilah Hafezi

Curriculum vitae

Page  of 2 6

3. EDUCATION


2018 - 2023	 	 Ph.D. in Medicine & Health Sciences, Faculty of Medicine, University of Antwerp, Belgium 
	 	 	 “Resistance against enzymatic digestion of porcine corneas treated with accelerated high- 	 	
	 	 	 fluence corneal cross-linking protocols using UV-A/riboflavin or rose bengal/green light”


2019 - 2022	 	 CAS (Certification of Advanced Studies) Clinical Research, University of Bern, Switzerland


2021	 	 	 EU GCP (Good Clinical Practice) Certified - UK Clinical Trials Regulations 2004, Royal 	 	  
	 	 	 Colleage of Physicians, United Kingdom


2007 - 2008	 	 Master of Intellectual Property (MAS IP) ETH Zurich, Switzerland 
	 	 	 Master thesis: "Case study SMEs and IP in Switzerland - Medical Technology” (5.75/6)


1998 - 2001	 	 Bachelor of Arts:  University of California, Los Angeles.  
	 	 	 Major:  English, Minor:  Spanish, Specialization:  World Literature

4. PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE


International Networking	 


• Light for Sight Foundation, Zurich. Building an international network of key opinion leaders and stakeholders in 
ophthalmology. 2012 - present.


• CXL Experts’ Meeting, Zurich. Lead on developing, implementing and growing the largest annual international 
congress specialized in corneal cross-linking (anterior segment surgery).  2015-present


• EuroVisionNet, FP7, Brussels. Identifying, recruiting and maintaining close relations with nine European university 
eye clinics specialized in posterior segmented research. 2007-2010.


Critical Negotiations


• Metal Zug, Zug. Critically evaluating R&D portfolio and identifying potential risks for M&A in ophthalmology. 2018.


• EMAGine AG, Zug. Identifying and negotiating international supplier and distributor agreements. 2017-present.


• University of Geneva: Identifying, negotiating & managing industrial partners (direct research projects). 2017-
present  


• American Lung Association, Los Angeles. Identifying synergies and negotiating compromises relating to 
transportation good movement in Los Angeles County among key stakeholders. 2003 - 2004.


Leadership / Management


• EMAGine AG, Zug. Managing extensive supply chain for company’s medical device product line. 2017-present.


• ELZA. Zurich: Identifying, recruiting & maintaining internationally renowned eye surgeons. 2015 - present.


• ELZA, Zurich: Developing, implementing & management of human resources (ophthalmic surgery). 2015-present.


• EuroVisionNet, FP7 Brussels: Building and implementing a network of European universities to reduce national 
fragmentation in vision research. 2007 - 2010. 


Cross-Unit Collaborations


• EMAGine, Zug. Identifying, evaluating and negotiating all contractual partners involved in the supply chain of an 
ophthalmic medical device, including 65 distribution partners. 2013 - present.


• EuroVisionNet. Managing 14 work plans involving nine university eye clinics in 7 EU Members States. 2008 - 2010.


• University of Zurich.  Recruiting, designing & implementing clinical research trials in ophthalmology. 2015 - present.
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• USC/Ocular Cell Biology, Los Angeles. Building and maintaining a “sister laboratory” to multiple research output of 
Zurich University laboratory specialized in ocular cell biology. 2016-present. 


• Industrial Liaison Officer, Biomimetic Microelectronic Systems Engineering Research Center (BMES ERC), University 
of Southern California, Los Angeles. Facilitating clear and concise communication between industrial funding 
sources, fundamental researchers and clinical scientists to manage expectations and potentials risks while creating 
business development opportunities. 2004-2006.


Intellectual property management


• Biotronik AG, Germany. Building a strategic plan to defend patent portfolio. 2017 - 2019.


• EMAGine AG, Switzerland.  Creating and implementing a strategy plan to optimize patent portfolio. 2013 - present.


• Industrial Liaison Officer, BMES ERC, Los Angeles. Negotiating licensing agreements of patents on behalf of US-
based universities.  2004 - 2006.


Fundraising - references available upon request


• Governmental Institutions


• Private Foundations


• Major Donors


• Industrial Support


• Directed Research Projects (Industry)


5. PRIZES, AWARDS AND DISTINCTIONS


2019	 	 Awarded grant from the Fondation Botnar:  CHF238’200


2015	 	 Voted onto the “Top 40 under 40 (years)” list, a global list of the most promising upcoming 	 	 	    
	 	 personalities in Ophthalmology.


6. ORIGINAL ARTICLES IN PEER-REVIEWED JOURNALS


1.               Lu NJ, Koliwer-Brandl H, Gilardoni F, Hafezi N, Knyazer B, Achiron A, Zbinden R, Egli A, Hafezi F. The 
Antibacterial Efficacy of High-Fluence PACK Cross-Linking Can Be Accelerated. Transl Vis Sci Technol. 2023. 
12(2): 12


2.               Torres-Netto EA, Abdshahzadeh H, Abrishamchi R, Hafezi NL, Hillen M, Ambrosio R, Jr., Randleman JB, Spoerl 
E, Gatinel D, Hafezi F. The Impact of Repetitive and Prolonged Eye Rubbing on Corneal Biomechanics. J Refract 
Surg. 2022. 38(9): 610-16


3.               Lu NJ, Hafezi F, Rozema JJ, Hillen M, Hafezi N, Zhang J, Koppen C. Repeatability of Corvis ST to Measure 
Biomechanical Parameters Before and After Myopic Refractive Surgery. J Cataract Refract Surg. 2022: 


4.               Lu NJ, Elsheikh A, Rozema JJ, Hafezi N, Aslanides IM, Hillen M, Eckert D, Funck C, Koppen C, Cui LL, Hafezi F. 
Combining Spectral-Domain OCT and Air-Puff Tonometry Analysis to Diagnose Keratoconus. J Refract Surg. 
2022. 38(6): 374-80


5.               Hafezi F, Lu NJ, Assaf JF, Hafezi NL, Koppen C, Vinciguerra R, Vinciguerra P, Hillen M, Awwad ST. Demarcation 
Line Depth in Epithelium-Off Corneal Cross-Linking Performed at the Slit Lamp. J Clin Med. 2022. 11(19) 
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7. REVIEWS IN PEER-REVIEWED JOURNALS


1.               Hafezi F, Hillen M, Kollros L, Hafezi N, Torres Netto EA. Corneal Cross-linking in Thin Corneas: From Origins to 
State of the Art. Reviews in Ophthalmology. 2022: 1-4

6.               Hafezi F, Hosny M, Shetty R, Knyazer B, Chen S, Wang Q, Hashemi H, Torres-Netto EA, Group P-CW. PACK-
CXL vs. antimicrobial therapy for bacterial, fungal, and mixed infectious keratitis: a prospective randomized 
phase 3 trial. Eye Vis (Lond). 2022. 9(1): 2


7.               Abdshahzadeh H, Abrishamchi R, Aydemir ME, Hafezi N, Hillen M, Torres-Netto EA, Lu NJ, Hafezi F. Repeated 
application of riboflavin during corneal cross-linking does not improve the biomechanical stiffening effect ex 
vivo. Exp Eye Res. 2022. 224: 109267


8.               Hafezi F, Richoz O, Torres-Netto EA, Hillen M, Hafezi NL. Corneal Cross-linking at the Slit Lamp. J Refract Surg. 
2021. 37(2): 78-82


9.               Hafezi F, Kling S, Gilardoni F, Hafezi N, Hillen M, Abrishamchi R, Gomes JAP, Mazzotta C, Randleman JB, 
Torres-Netto EA. Individualized Corneal Cross-linking With Riboflavin and UV-A in Ultrathin Corneas: The 
Sub400 Protocol. Am J Ophthalmol. 2021. 224: 133-42


10.             Abrishamchi R, Abdshahzadeh H, Hillen M, Hafezi N, Torres-Netto EA, Aslanides IM, Chen S, Randleman JB, 
Hafezi F. High-Fluence Accelerated Epithelium-Off Corneal Cross-Linking Protocol Provides Dresden Protocol-
Like Corneal Strengthening. Transl Vis Sci Technol. 2021. 10(5): 10


11.             Abdshahzadeh H, Abrishamchi R, Torres-Netto EA, Kling S, Hafezi NL, Hillen M, Hafezi F. Impact of 
hypothermia on the biomechanical effect of epithelium-off corneal cross-linking. Eye Vis (Lond). 2021. 8(1): 4


12.             Torres-Netto EA, Hafezi F, Spiru B, Gilardoni F, Hafezi N, Gomes JAP, Randleman JB, Sekundo W, Kling S. 
Contribution of Bowman's layer to corneal biomechanics. J Cataract Refract Surg. 2020. 47(7): 927-32


13.             Knyazer B, Krakauer Y, Tailakh MA, Achiron A, Hecht I, Lifshitz T, Torres-Netto EA, Hafezi NL, Hafezi F. 
Accelerated Corneal Cross-linking as an Adjunct Therapy in the Management of Presumed Bacterial Keratitis: A 
Cohort Study. J Refract Surg. 2020. 36(4): 258-64


14.             Hafezi F, Hafezi NL, Pajic B, Gilardoni F, Randleman JB, Gomes JAP, Kollros L, Hillen M, Torres-Netto EA. 
Assessment of the mechanical forces applied during eye rubbing. BMC Ophthalmol. 2020. 20(1): 301


15.             Lang PZ, Hafezi NL, Khandelwal SS, Torres-Netto EA, Hafezi F, Randleman JB. Comparative Functional 
Outcomes After Corneal Crosslinking Using Standard, Accelerated, and Accelerated With Higher Total Fluence 
Protocols. Cornea. 2019. 38(4): 433-41


16.             Torres-Netto EA, Randleman JB, Hafezi NL, Hafezi F. Corneal stromal demarcation line after 4 protocols of 
corneal crosslinking in keratoconus determined with anterior segment optical coherence tomography. J Cataract 
Refract Surg. 2018. 44(12): 1535


17.             Torres-Netto EA, Randleman JB, Hafezi NL, Hafezi F. Late-onset progression of keratoconus after therapy with 
selective tissue estrogenic activity regulator. J Cataract Refract Surg. 2018. 45(1): 101-04


18.             Torres-Netto EA, Kling S, Hafezi N, Vinciguerra P, Randleman JB, Hafezi F. Oxygen Diffusion May Limit the 
Biomechanical Effectiveness of Iontophoresis-Assisted Transepithelial Corneal Cross-linking. J Refract Surg. 
2018. 34(11): 768-74


19.             Torres Netto EA, Al-Otaibi WM, Hafezi NL, Kling S, Al-Farhan HM, Randleman JB, Hafezi F. Prevalence of 
keratoconus in paediatric patients in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. Br J Ophthalmol. 2018. 102(10): 1436-41
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8. EDITORIALS IN PEER-REVIEWED JOURNALS


1.               Hafezi NL, Hafezi F. Developing Affordable, Portable and Simplistic Diagnostic Sensors to Improve Access to 
Care. Sensors (Basel). 2022. 22(3): 


2.               Hafezi F, Kristoffersen-Hafezi N. The increasing importance of translational vision research in refractive 
surgery. J Refract Surg. 2012. 28(2): 84-6

9. LETTERS AND CASE REPORTS IN PEER-REVIEWED JOURNALS


1.               Torres-Netto EA, Abdshahzadeh H, Abrishamchi R, Hafezi NL, Hillen M, Ambrósio R, Jr., Randleman JB, Spoerl 
	   E, Gatinel D, Hafezi F. Reply: Ex Vivo Eye Rubbing Evidence. J Refract Surg. 2022. 38(11): 752-53


2.               Hafezi F, Torres Netto EA, Randleman JB, Hafezi NL, Mazzotta C, Ambrosio R, Kollros L. Corneal Cross-linking     
	   for Keratoglobus Using Individualized Fluence. J Refr Surg Case Rep. 2021. 1(1): e10-e14


3.               Hafezi F, Richoz O, Torres-Netto EA, Hillen M, Hafezi N. Reply: Corneal Cross-linking at the Slit Lamp: 	 	
	   Concern About Risk of Corneal Ulcer. J Refract Surg. 2021. 37(8): 572-73


4.               Hafezi F, Kling S, Gilardoni F, Hafezi N, Hillen M, Abrishamchi R, Gomes JAP, Mazzotta C, Randleman JB,  	 	
	   Torres-Netto EA. Reply to comment on Individualized corneal cross-linking with riboflavin and UV-A in ultra-		
	   thin corneas: the sub400 protocol. Am J Ophthalmol. 2021: 


5.               Torres-Netto EA, Randleman JB, Hafezi NL, Hafezi F. Reply. J Cataract Refract Surg. 2019. 45(7): 1055


6.               Torres-Netto EA, Randleman JB, Hafezi NL, Hafezi F. Late-onset progression of keratoconus after therapy 	 	
	   with selective tissue estrogenic activity regulator. J Cataract Refract Surg. 2019. 45(1): 101-04


7.               Torres-Netto EA, Randleman JB, Hafezi NL, Hafezi F. Corneal stromal demarcation line after 4 protocols of 	 	
	   corneal crosslinking in keratoconus determined with anterior segment optical coherence tomography. J 	 	
	   Cataract Refract Surg. 2018. 44(12): 153

10. ARTICLES IN NON PEER-REVIEWED JOURNALS


1.               Hafezi NL. AI in Ophthalmology. Eurotimes. 2022: 


2.               Hafezi NL. When Good is Never Good Enough. Cataract & Refractive Surgery Today Europe. 2022: 


3.               Hafezi NL, How ideas become reality! An interview with Nikki Hafezi., in Digital Ophthalmology. 2022.


4.               Hafezi N. The SMART line for addressing global pediatric keratoconus. Touch Ophthalmology. 2022: 


5.               Hafezi F, Hillen M, Kollros L, Hafezi N, Torres Netto EA. Corneal Cross-linking in Thin Corneas: From Origins 		
	   to State of the Art. Touch Reviews in Ophthalmology. 2022: 


6.               Hafezi NL. The Eclectic Approach to Becoming a CEO. Part 2. Pie Magazine. 2021(17): 24-25


7.               Hafezi NL. The Eclectic Approach to Becoming a CEO. Part 2. PIE Magazine. 2021(20): 24-25


8.               Hafezi NL. When the Rubber Hits the Road. The Ophthalmologist. 2021(3): 3-8
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9.               Hafezi NL. CXL at the slit lamp: the way of the future? Cataract & Refractive Surgery Today Europe. 2017(3): 		
	   56-58


10.             Hafezi N. CXL at the Slit Lamp: the way of the future. CRST Europe. 2017. 3: 56-58


11.             Hafezi F, Hafezi N. It started with a question. CRST Europe. 2017. 4: 32-34


12.             Hafezi N, Hafezi F. Lighting the Way for Corneal Cross-Linking. The Ophthalmologist. 2015. 25: 45-49


13.             Hafezi N, Hafezi F. Light for Sight 21 raises awareness, promotes detection and treatment of keratoconus in 		
	   children with Down syndrome. Ocular Surgery News. 2015: 


14.             Hafezi N, Hafezi F. Enterprising Ophthalmology. The Ophthalmologist. 2015: 


15.             Hafezi N. You have a great idea, now what ? The Ophthalmologist. 2014. 13: 46-49


16.             Hafezi N. Nikki Hafezi: Ustanoviteljica fundacije, ki skrbi za vid otrok z Downovim sindromom. MorelaOkulisti 
	   Journal. 2013. 05: 11


17.             Hafezi N. Down-Syndrom und Keratokonus. Leben mit Down-Syndrom. 2012: 


May 09, 2023


